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n«.» 12 S l L V^ in * ln ^773 * «•» ohlXd .a, born, and 

SEt-^^fSf! - h f-» lf * »>«r name ea» WhlfS- 

Si £ t0 4 th « lr ""ion w« born six ohildren. four boy« 
and two girl e.; their name, ware John, Henry. Sam.Gabe, Bo- 

isz £t/* xxy *\ Art9r tn ° Mrth ^ **** .lith^hirroaSr. 

wife died, and ho married a noth*r woman named Littreil 
ant to their union thero were three cnildret bora two bo v. 
and one girl, CM .holm, 3«»an and .Jab* r.^o\>tfuly- how- * 

iced upon ths bank of a pa* mule, all their belonging! 
euoh a. household «c,d., .OOkUg\»t*w.aUws .teel traSs 

H^r*! t ?° l * B " t0 \' f " rln -iclnela and the bl. 

to of yeninou, reptile, he aleo packed upon the back of 
the «ule twenty gallon, of the v.ry beet brand* that aonev 
oould buy. Leading the aula and the family vSoaPLTtS 
boy, carying the gun, and artilery in generaTand^tnl do* 0 
following they .taroed weet to come up with the^ounJrv!* 
IoM°^ e Wtt9 ^ nS where in partiTuiar 

n!.5?v^ "° Wher ! 10 Bind t0 flt °P- be found 

bo'exp^no ^T^' *™' ^ ^ f-3 

M v Th# f° b * cn ••t-tlere in Aleoaaa fot a hundred ye- 

or AiubauLi was considered an unaettled oountry. act o^,- 
eoialy the purt noruv of the Tennease river which JL 
eeemlngiy con.ider*d a wild oountry ' y 

bame. L °?It.°J J! * ?t, - n V M * rlw ln T -**4«rdal. county, Ala- 
bama, Gab, Butler pitched hi, tent in 1820. Laudardil* m2I 

KSLEH etc -» epr. nge all over the country- 

flr2 V*' 1 " 4 in **? direction.. 31uewater. StoJTSik. 
i-rnt creek, second oreek and mi o < • fr u^ 12 ♦ * * 

county from north to ■wU^7»KtS»tlf ±2*2*1.? 

Tennee^e river a bout mid way the sumS ehoil •« iiii 

.ee core about the mue.el ehoil , l ^e? on". sS&J . 0 Uck 

of timbe B i»ing in allaoet all *;hl a country | Jue" a Lttlwr 

here and there, the land wae .ub^.t to file tl " 

^w^V* 8 >° Wo<1 * ith h «** 'i»^r of allooiT aTIiinda. 

b 8 bb?V* ttled r r rt of tho oottnt ^ b «« ^ njnow tSITf 

; f up a *rlng of clear odd water of the free-.tonc 
rln VJt'r^ *°? Ut 30 ,y ttrd » ««9T there wa. a .prlng ?ha? 
ran out from under a large hill, thi, .prlng ia, of tht 

rL** \ ** U * ny be th0 nual#r the projector that d-S 
of ?h^J eB ' V U -^^y ^»b. # cool hi. brow ana P .rt.k.n 
of the water of tno^a two spring.. One day Oabe Butler Ep. 
ened to wander that way, stoped to rest hlm^lf and to brLld 
the heavy fore.t of the land all woven togather with the 
ff! P * T i?* e ^ the ^^^in^. the rataan and th. honey sucl. 
Tine.. The dogwooo, tat red bud, honey t ucle. locast wild 
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and the wild rose blooming every where. The honey bee 
watered there and flew away to hie hive In the tree* 

Fl eh In greet quantities and In great varitlee 
found in any and all the etreame. Birds of all descriptions 
that are adapted to the temperate zone errmed to gather 
at those springe and all Join In a continued song, the quail 
anounoed hie noise from every ravlne'Bob White"* The gobbler 
drumed on the hill elde and hie gobble wae heared In the land. 
Prom some high peak the ecream of an eagle was not a rare 
thing. All the land seemed to be alive with great tribes 
of the feathered generations* 

Up and down the trunk of the trees were heared the 
chatter of the squirrels, the Oposeam to be found on every 
hill and In every dale, the raccoon on every stream, the 
wolves would gather in great packs and would howl untlll 
the prospector's hair would stand on end, deer were to he 
eeen in herds throughout the land and country the eight of 
a bear wae no uncommon thing in those days, otter alongthe 
the rivers and beaver In all the streams, musk-rats, skunks* 
minks and lote of ether fur barelng animals were plentiful 
throughout the land. Plenty of greay and red fox all over 
the country, the scream of a panther was no alarming insider^ . 
?or the trapper and for the hunter thle appear e to have 
been a perfect parodloe. On the mussel shoals for ducks 
and wild geese lo not excelled at any place in the world* 

The Tenneeeee river le one of the finest streams for 
fish if not the best in the dJnlted States* 50 poundree le 
Just the ordinary size there for every day fishing, same 
being plentiful and in great varitlee. r ^ s s. 

It was there in Lauderdale county that Gabe Butler 7 
pitched hie tent, prepatory to nettling somewhere around 
about in Lauderdale oounty. Florehce had been laid out on / 
the north bank of the Tenneeeee river and was to be a county 
seat town* it was deolared to be a town elte in lb20* Hunte- 
vlll was about 7$ miles eaet of Florence and had already 
became quite a trading point* Many women went there to barter 
egg** butter, cloth, nome made eocke and many other articles 
of their own manufacture* They would take in exohungo suah 
as eugar* coffee, soda, spun thread, die*, needles* cards* 
!*ieys etc. The farmer e would haul their produce there and 
put it on the market, such as coon akin*, cow hides, tan baric , 
gen eeng, axe handles* horee collars, potatoee, eorghumetta* 
5ven a preqoher would load onto hie wsgo a barrel of whiskey 
or brandy and haul it into Huntsvill and sell it on the 
street e ana the best people In the land and country would 
go right along to hear him preach and would not think for 
a time that he had violated Ood 9 s law or that he had consulted 
the unpardonable sin, did not even think that he was an 
ur.diytrable citizen of the neighborhood, did not even think 
of ©ending him off to the penetentury. The beet eettlere in 
the oountry, if They had fruit the always huuled it off 
to the still and had it distilled and wold it or used ltn 
as they pleased, and thought no more of it than they would 
of selling a load of tan bark or a lot offooon hides, and 
their neighbors went right along and neighbored with thesa 



ttn they would any one elce. Think of a man. "a oreaah.r- 
^ d ° W ? h " e ln the tw.ntl.th centuryTivlnV^g^ out 
i«r ■ moment tnnt h* had even a chjinoe for h#AViin- 

SSlTSJ o r.o«h e y a o P1 ^* ' Uh ? 0< "' PMpl " h. 
«i f ? * 0f th * associations of tne common oeo- 
wc^.! f tS2 la C d country, that he would b. bra^JeS I? 
3o!fI J * torM thlef "* th.ii a hypocrlt and 

would be an undesirable citizen in the land. 

but itxV^VKS U * narr0w 00unt * nort * and ■Mitt 
liL Si?Z? count y eft st and weet; it embracee all the 

land from 31k river to the llissippi line and from the Ten! 

5! .v. 6 tw0 i « >rin «». the two spring* furniahed tr/.^.r 
% iS e at n i e f? rl rf* Th * T anyard branch ftEsd j£,^e.J 
°ii taX f % " 4l « and then westward, gathering up "hJ 

The ^t°LSi 1 ?e t ?5 ,ltS ? 1# " ™ d wh «« »o.? S SllfbelJw 

Im^J V? that on « r ated the gin. The Tanyurd branch 
empted into a streaa just below the gin named »lu«£?-2 

J? beoauee of the gin. 

Bluowater in a deep clear etream and the «t.. 

n^ed it »1 u^a?.^ u^aTsJ ha. ' 

KSa'JKJi.!' int ° the *"»••"• about midway^. 

and means-grlal Sen2-! * T,,nne "« e *• « Indian name 

of *aI he i^! 0e V , ? 0a i" **• eltuat ed ju.t below the mouth 

tivVi fill .r^aV 6 **"* - l0n6 4X11 » S they 

• lttVt a fmil 6f x 36 feet within th. 36 uiie,. The-e EriT' 
* fre •* named on account of the 9 n.Ln^I* wll£y £ 

Si?? &Cr !* °I aw «»*l«. and to know that they will 0 «t 
whatever"?*!™ 1 Sf* th.ir own living without any at tell on 
whatever, the tettlers said that there wopld never be a 



county e^races tSe enti^ nl^H v 8ee / 1Ver; Lauderdale 
ahol.. ,nUri nortn foundry of the au..*l 

of thVZulZV J^S* 1 ** ab ! Ut fiX b *°» the foot 

not .on.truct I holt 2f» ! ft bl# watcr for aan oould 
It .a. no q ^ \V?M Al/?r; t |? 0M «* 0al - 
for all time to cLef The .eUlfrl wf^ of .£ aVleatlon 
would be a blended .Mola* i«?*f o^eved that 7lorence 
could load onto °he Sin- ? P ? lnt ano tilat th * r « they 
akin., tan bar£ aota^ t,elr COW hld< »» «=oJn 

they might have from *S2 K « h#p P ro «uot. that t 

the TenSe.sel and ?n. 0E0 J" 1 ? ^P out down 

the gulf and tHh. 1.1. StSi^fi^ 1 "} 0ttt "*o 

with all the markettfof thJ Jan? ?v, t0 C0Blft 4n tuch 
take to town life verV readllv Sf**25S !*J, ttt ?! 114 no * 
wa. all ri^ht a ni.^- f* 4 " 511 * Dut they believed a town 

mark, etc .Tt'*£ ^LM, r " ort d " d «- 
lire and a place for the ^JcSlaiJJ* J" th * ****** *• 
When a 0ltl2en DeC( ^ e ^ K2J2K. t M h J ° Ck,y * t0 ' 
b welcome .ettler in the land if! i « Sf 1 he Wa " no l ™e*r 
uence hia to move to town- if *t!v elgh $° r8 trl#d *° lnf - 
him any other way t£ey would £S J? 1 * 1 ? WOt g ** rid of 
Ice whereby he would move tt fiJS* J/' 8 f° ,OCle 00unt y 
originated in Lauderdale coun^S ^ that method 

wind, of the earth and i. g °2 e ° Ut *° th « f °" r 

people being in office. cdrllSI f° r 80 **** worthy 

not be therJ. * rtlrawln « b *« ealerie. that .hould 

Jhoal Creek all rS'^^r^*:^^. 0 ?'"* ™ d 
river; naturnly thera 1. ~ 7 t0 tn# T «nne.eee 

from the rlverf Ge£e bJ?!^ mad;^!"' i6a41n « 0ut nor * b 
of thi. country, he wanted t?il J"/"* wrvey 
celectlon of « location .o ?h\ * r/ f areful A in the 
in that he would b. p woSw^SJ !? en *? e 00 «ntry came 
-o.t e«>eclaly t0 the Zlllc rail ^Uf 1 #nUy loc *ton. 
Seeing that the QOuntr?^ J^J' «« n « ra * ouUet.. 
the river he very reaoil! cJS, 2**8 by °« B y°*« ^11 alon 
would n.ber be a PuJuc Joar^o.ei^a 0 ^ 0 ^: 10 " thftt th *" 
6 «ile.. He wanted to b« onth. tIL ?^ e J iver tftan 5or 
nay would lead from mJenc\i tJ I. !? t ?f, t he W<M «oae 
«bition wa. to um 2lU enough S'JTil*^ Alab «*. Hi. 
road bed that would 1 eod uT?nf \i ! find /he very be.t 
confident that the Govmaien J - ! ff? that h * 

the Government would aprove of. he found a place that he 



believed that would be ample for a crossing, but there 
wae a large hill on the wast and aleo on the eaet of the 
creek; otherwise it wae a good road bed all the way through 
the county; however after much meditation and long cons- 
ideration he abandon the idea of there ever being a oroeelng 
at that place, and for no other reason only the long steep 
hilln. Gabe Butler finaly de sided that the crossing at the 
aouth of the Tanyard branch whioh was about a alls or so 
above the point of the two hills, wae ths aost deslrabls 
placa anywnere to be found On the strewn. There wa 8 no 
bank on the west side of the creek, and by going out in 
or near the Tanyard branch, and up the branch half alls 
and then up a hollow and finaly landing out on the plain 
or flat woods thsrs wae no hill to contend with. So Gabe 
believed that to be ths sapls place to cross ths oreek, 
and in his alnd he established ti e bed in time to be that 
would be the Huntsvill and Florence road; thus contented 
he set to select a location where upon he aight settle 
for ailtlae to ooae. He selected the spout spring for 
his water supply, and he filed on land on both sides of 
Bluewater, tr,e farm land being aoatly on ths wsst slds 
of the creek and ths spring on ths east side. Gabe did 
not want to be flu strut ed too auch with ths hum of ths 
vehlckle wheels and with ths clattsr of the horse' e noofe 
•e he supposed that samigration would soon bring alon^ 
the way; flo he went upon the side of the hill about 
two or three hundred yards north west of the bp out epring 
erected a stone wall several feet high and a few yard» 
north and above the wall he dug down the hill and leveled 
of a spot of ground large enough to build hie dwlling 
house, tnrne, black- smith shop stc. That you know was 
quite an undertaking yet he did it. It will be underetood 
that the country was alaost all subject to fils, with all 
kinds of looations and all kinds of springs overy whsre. 
in later year* this proved to be one of ths aost undesirable 
plantations ir. all the country, however Gabe Butler was 
content to live there for aany years waiting for ths 
country to open up and for tue government to survey out 
the roads, establish post of flees, mall routes etc. Usantlms 
he opened up much land, became the owner of a few slaves 
and famed on a big scale for that day and was a prosperous 
man of hi a day. 

Time had seemed long to Gabs for ths development 
of the country but at last things began to stir, the sur- 
veyor appeared to lay out the long looked for public road 
prosperity being felt in the land. Gabs Butler most espe- 

Ci / W ?'\. 0Ve V Oy ? d 9ith U " P"»P«ct. of opening up the 
road and br.nglng him into tuch sith other parte of ths 

7° i 'J?* had fCr many y aAr » cut off and almost 

Isolated, i e watched the surveyor very carefuly and oalied 
upon him quite frquently, both at his camp and in the field. 
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he furnished the eurveyor with ell the Information that 
he had gathered in his previoue eurveye throughout tho 
land, The surveyor made efforte to oroeo Bluewater at 
varloue place*, he appeared at the Oin ford where Oabe 
had ao long to eee the road eetabll «hed and after a thorough 
survey ha told Oabe that It waa an utter impo eel bill ty 
to oonetruot a road i:nr«, ae there were no banke whereby 
a oridge oould he constructed, he oompllmented Oabe for 
hie a* ill and abllllty in the aalaotlon of the road bad 
and said for a ford it waa not to be beaten on the oreek 
anywhere. That waa a great shook and a aad dl aapolntmen t 
to Oabe. but the aurveyor droped book down the oreek at 
the two hill a and eetabllahed the oroaalng there, the very 
plaoe where Oabe had onoe ao oarafully oonaldered mA at 
laat had glwan it up ae * bad deal. The two hill a were 
lot* and steep; and there le the plaoe where there vera 

bo re hldee taned than ewer ware tend at the Whltiker 

tanyard, muoh religion butohered there and the Lord' e n 
name went lnvane, yet the road regained there. The hill 
on the eaet aide waa called the Ingram hill and the one 
on the weet eide wae known ae the Butler hill. 

Gabe Butler wae now out off from el veil sat ion and 
hie plaoe ae he thought ruined for there wae a eolld 
etone bluff runing from hi ■ home to the bridge at the 
two hllle. when the oreek wae up it waa aix milee to 
go to get to the bridge, and no road at that; dleapointd, 
down hearted and every thing bad exoept a resolution he 
d* slued to move aoroee tne oreek and build on smoother 
ground; ha built on a high hill, smooth enough around 
the house and south to the Huntavill road, but north 
there wae anawfull hill and at the foot of that hill 
waa where Oabe Butler got water at a large eprlng whloh 
came out of the earth juet at the edge of the water. 
Tuue roiled along. Oabe got hie buildings together, 
opened up more land, uoumulated more wealth, more etook, 
more land and more elavee. again mlefortune overtaken 
him, hl 8 eeoona wife died, later he married a lire. Pane, 
, to tnsir union were born two ohlldred, both girls, they 
went to tfleelppl, raleed famlica there but I do not know 

muoh of thee-. 

A man named John R. Henry put up a water mill on 
Bluewater cost a mile below Oabe Butler* e place and thsrs 
were much wheat and oorn maahed at that mill; In the oon- 
etruotion of the mill it wae neeeary to build a dam aero.. 
Bluewater and said dam da.ed the water In the oreak so 
as to put Gate's eprlng .cms eeveral feet under water; 
Once more Oabe gave away to hie iron olad eeeolutlon and 
after oulling the water witches from various att.ement e 
und traolng the water from the eprlng and finely locating 
It within about bO yurde of hi a houaa he began to dig awell. 
I have eeen lote of well a but never one eo large ae that one. 
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It wa 0 a aqunre well aix feet each way and more than ■ 

22 ll^el * tM ~ t#r Pr0bleo 90 *• the old 

^rtnl'^f 7*2 gradual/ growing and .a. becotaing quite 

S5a*52a?J b !# , !;^ B and Wor«no. wa e below? TM. ^oaTJu, 

Tne enake hcad 0 rendered the tra/Tek »o h«anrdou« ^.J * ua •* 

boat lan e a^ ^tS^^^^J^^ ~ 

eyateei and began to get '.heir hw t0|£ ^ ther JS ti/ISe* 
tj.n n h:° ne i ll0r0 •*» .factual to han^le'the JoSS o? rSlritt 

•2ffJ y i? d# .; 0t0r ! d fr * lght traln "nel.ting o? One cir^ 
caking leee than three allee per hour M *-:edule til. 

♦ Ul »fw y 0f tile work on the Canal, waiting for 

busy 5 ** i^^x^i 

that were handled or. the river. The oanul waa built un 

eaejh and ev«rv u*v ; i 1 .It 9 «*Pcneee. and there 
trli^hil"^!^?. 1 *" tjan a hundred member, gathered. 

feet. Gabe buUer Jae well £x£ lit*?* ^ ? aahwl th « ir 

place wa. made neadquarter, tor tSTnSH a?falr%f iould 
kill a cow. a couple of hog. and rill in w*th a f« hU? 
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d»M„Jf! p e**leotions on a man that drinks aoderat.lv 
drinking ve s * a common noet a* eatimr .tlii xl *' 

. r P P t(> ""l 1 * »" hand a n»r,iy „r .11. „,,»„! 

..Tl'J »o » don-oupportor of tfc. Oogpol: DpIJohJrl 

j " * " ** *"M f. 1 * 1 " 0 » ,n »» r : i«ok «"«y down the lin. 
into th« twcntitctn century and ju.t aaailn . ir-lir 

RnA «~ j * ulue »ine for thy stomach's ml* <• 

SSirr! •♦S£ t 2 in 'ermitlea- w« a well thuebed iTwery 
Bible in the country. Fro. the preeminence given t hi J 

he b^^SS ft'S* 3 S^iSfiS emotion. 

aid no Il^er^h^n^lV^^ ° f P *° Pl * for M «»* « 
do If thll LI k • r ^ h U,0,e People »ould do or did 

S^oi^tTci^^^^ S. e i fo e:.d th ;hat 

they w.re to go to hell and that III ^ iupSyc^fon" 

the Lord Jeeue Chrlet that living aan could do SJid Lt 
£f V? e « eln ? X< 90X11 to th « oenipairof Heaven- yefthf 

tley though it I kSfaJ^T S^V* t0 «*«etand ,1. 

ciiw? 7 W0r * 0all * d ^"Ctly from God in hewn 

oco.ol.n. .xc^t on furlDJX- ocrtSn? HorJ ".Sdy o". 1 



b* lnoroa.ed or d«inl.n«a; xt t M ai .o .leariv •xT.T.riL 
to otornal lalratlon or that could by any mean, c. J^.d 

S SS "J.ichrn^^ g ^i° h r 1A • b8n tft,,y F* acooJ^ng 

i. »? pr ** c,u «C of funoral. erery body wont to h— wan i 
in all m y go ln« to funoral. nt»#r hav. h.I d bu * ! 

to preach a notn.r fun oral mn- r^'^rVr ,f ? 

Koar.n. Th. pr.aoh.r. of that day *r« liko th.y m in 
^ «h!n i?T ioUon ? to ™» to pr.aoh .hat *h^bSi25«d 

If « K # had d# °* rt «< 1 this Hfo. Tho pr««ch.r. 

■r t ( P,r * t » lM ballovod in pr.d..tinatl on ard nJL 
ord inatlon. th.y bailoT^l in a RmnS B^h^- 

to thTSt^ mJ^ ?! X1 con *^^unoh would go alralt 
It \o fd ^iH r# ? i00 ^" 0' inoonalotont In m& praaoSTL- 

u»uaxy or otron* ii.r.unall ty f ul x or <-i aa2 ..r,^ ^ 

seem ^^?2ts&Hsr- 

•rory wh.r., to t.aoh th. p.^w r v„ wav "*; ^t^t a 
j - P#opl * fom « 4 *h«ir opinion of Mraon , ln th . .. rlv> 



10 



In thoee days svery body that did not have rallgon wanted 
to gat it and did not quit trying to gat it; but why 
n.-.ould the Lord predeatlne a lot of people for Hear en and 
-or hall and than oall out * lot of une-luoated preacher. 
t0 ^ #1A V %9 ^ t0 « #t to Heaven? tny should the y* up ie 
uother about t.ie Lord' a buiauaael If they are of tne non- 
eieot t ,ey are boll bound and If they era of the sleotlon 
t ie Lord will direct than around by and by to be Baptised 
or to have tnelr feet washed, coma looked after ato. , and 
send the home rejoloelng In the eweete bye and bye. 

The effect of much vehement elequenoe, e.ntence earn- 
tetne 3a and unwavering faith in the pulpit, devotion and 
actlvitiee in the pews, and the universal raepeot for 
religion aAong thoae without the pale of the ohurohee. 
-<.u J nt# « rat y of th *t generation 1 9 in atrong oontraet 

n J th « ^uianaaa trsokery of modern times. Tbo.e old 
eettlern rarely attempted to ivade the payment of their 
*•**•] oeduotlon very rare and devoroea alaos unheard 
of. /or a man to have eloped with a nother man* a wife would 
have anooked the whols settlement; bulsosss failures were 
IS rar# aad Cr9dUor » never preaaed their olaiaa againet 
debtor* that ware in oabarrssslng oirouaetan.ee. IFaattafl — — t 
breach of truet or sulolde in tho,e daya wro almost urJcnown.' 
To oarry oonoealed weapons waa a dlegraoe to aoolety. to 
have uaed a knife or a olub in a fight would have exulted 
the contempt of the whols comunity. Tor a large aan to 
have ataoted a small man would have been woree than to 
have ineulted a woman. Kor any man that refeaed to aal.t 
or aid a man that was too old, too drunk or too feeble to 
defend himself feed whan ataoted oonlted an act that wa. 
» disgrace to the whole land and oountry. TShen a murder 
waa commit ad, it apread ooneternanion throughout all the 
land and all buleneee stopsd as though the Angle of dooa 
had sounded the knell of tlss. 

~ *w In « U " V rly r),t " H * r4 • fcel1 Baptist- or maby 

so the Prenatlve Baptist were (&• dominant religion of 
in our settlement, infaot they almost had a manopoly oo 
rei u-ion. Onbe Butler alway. fere in the faith, he .tood 
hend m„u ^o,U 9 rH ubovr all other iceber. in church work; 
Gabe furnished aor beeves, goats, hogs and sheep ttan ail 
the other aaobere put toother; ho furnieh.u more .hi.key 
for the suuport of ths Gospel than any other man In all 
the lard, he was a very distinguished man of his comunlty. 
religiously and most any other way. —»**y # 

Bys and Bye tha Ketho4iot olrcult rider* » voice v.« 
heared in the Ijwk'j also cams the Presbyterian ovangeliat 
of the Cumberland variety. Those preachers did not quotl 
WftsJrtFturi * always had tho Bible with them and would 
pound tnereon and very frequantly oaks quotation, that 
IT!^ 1 fourd in tne Bible; they inaugerated a war 

of words tuohlng man's frss agenolea and and Code pred.*ti 
nation, they stired up muoh strife amongst the people along 
m*ny 11 nee , they did not believe in preaohers drinking 
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drinking whiskey, they believed in revivals, they believed 
tbat the preachers ahould be paid for their preaching and 
they believed that preachers aught to be educated, they 
believed that preachers should wear their coats while 
in the pulpits and not hang them on a peg in the wall. 

In early days camp meetings were very common and 
frquently lasted from four to six weeks. The Methodist 
preachers preached In every sermon that salvation was free 
and that all were free to accept It or to rejeot it. the 
Calvenlet spent most of their time in the pulpit explaining 
the dootrine of predestination in such away as to put 
It beyond the power of the very elect angels themselves 
to make heads and tails meet. They all three sects put 
themselves out in one voice explaining Heaven and its 
immortal glory; and the lake which bums with fire ar.d 
brim- stone. They picture ths breath of an angry Cod as 
blowing the flrey waves of the sea of torasnt over the 
souls of damned. Of billows of flames rising mountain 
high, until they almost scorched, the angels of pie-y 
and meroy which leaned over the battlements of Hsaven, 
and lamented their like of power to help ths condemned 
Ef ^J'lSf* - of Uisir earthly friend, and relative.. 

Amidst this awfull sea of floie. and fury, tne torment et 
oouls Of singers damned and in torment, lifted their 
fruitless wails of misery in the very hearing of the 
shouts and songs of all the redeemed of all ages and 
? *ii nations, who are forever rejoicing in the paradlc* 
or God. The people believed that in the great beyond 
that they would be in talking range,. and oould see from 

rSiJ^lJT**! P? Pla0 0f and its angles.Ths preacher 

talked and aoted just as though he believed all those 
things, nnd the people for a moment never doubted it. 
.he effect of such rugged eloquence and unquestioning 
faith was Just simpley wcnderfull. Those that were not 
rellglou wanted to be, and those who doubted tneir accep- 
tance with Cod were excited almost to frenzy by such 
preaching and by nuch exertatione. Creat audisnce» were 
thrown into the wildest confusion, and hundred, of people 
lost all self-controle and shrieked like wild maniaota 
:>cores of sinners would fall under conviction and lay 
for hours at a time in ths straw and dust, walling and 
trlmbllng as though they were -rn.^y doomed to endle.. 
torture In that awfull lake of fire and brim- stone. In 
•any oases their nervious system was recked and all their 
reason dethroned by the intensity of the excitement. 
When the invitation was given for mornere. all the unsaved 

SoS r J J nt ?^ the *\ t,ir Dil6a u » ln heap, in tne straw 
and dust. Al.. agonizing and srisking for mercy in all 
earneetnee* of their souls, perfectly distressing to see 
The relative, and friends of the mourner. a. "ei? M a 
the cogregatlon of relgiou. people did all that they 
could to help on the work of grace and to keep up the 
sxclteaent and oonfuslon. flone would eing, soa would iisfl 
Pray, aome would pound the mourner e on the back, some would 
shout, some would talk to the mourners of thsir dead friends 
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relativee. And above all, the preaoher. with voloe. ilk* 
fog-norn. that ran<j out above all oonfuaion kept up a 
oontlnual exertation, nbout the beautlea and glory of 
Heav.n and tho awfull deetAny of that horlbl. and burning 
boll. Under the lnfli.no. of euoh preaching tho people 
would eometij.ee lo»e control of thearelvee. and would Jerk, 
olap their hnnde. jump, danoe. awing tbolr bodioo. throw 
hate, bonnete, ooaba eto. , Into tho air in ever direotlone. 
Tilt norvio-o excitement frequently oau.od auecular contraction, 
oalled tne J trie a. tale oauood the long hair of women to 
craok lixe ooeoh ship.*, their bodlo. Jerked back and forth. 
»han the ie*l*ra were tO affaoted and It settled down on 
t . em and their mu.olee began to Jerk and twloh and thay 
would begin to J and eklp and wo Ad finaly eettla down 
I! %Vt ?? n ? in ** m oth « r » "tat were under the lnfluenoa 
wo Ad fall la line and then thay would put on what waa 
known an thr »holly dnnoe. 

I aa indebted to v. 3. .fHaia g i y srygloy. for the 
deaorlptlon of tut following de.oribed meeting. 

"A preacaer of rere gifta in eord-pal.. till delivered 
a eermon to an audience of fulley three thoueand people 
one eundey sight at a oaap meeting. The intareat ted bo.h 
-nuaualy deep during the afternoon, and the vaat audienoe 
• a. at the gigfce.t tentlon of exoltaaent whan the aervloea 
began at night. The preaoher deed an unusual earnaat 
.•!I*°V Uh * Pf w « rful1 "•rtation. and a«k every one in 
the audience «ho wanted to eaoape hell and a. at hl-a In 
Heaven to algoify it at a given «ignal. by a clap of the 
hand, and a about of »0LQPY- . XThen the signal wa. given 
u.e vaat audinenoe *» one aen, gave a clap of the hand a 
whioh aoi^ided like a thunder-soil and a yel of *0L0 BT* 

alieoat loud enough to nvake the dead. The efffto" Si 

alao.t eleotrioal. rtoorea of sinner a ereaked for *,roy 
in all parte of the vaet audlenoe. hundred* of happy Chrl.ti-n. 
rai.ed wild ahoute of joy. and the ra.t of the eerging 
crowd united their voioaa in a familiar .ong. The liegro 
alayaa were coming fro* all part, of the oountry to the 
Beetlng. and ware aoatter-d allover the > v od« for a mile 
around tne oump grounds, when the atom of fuea and the 
exolteaant burst oat under the arber. :he i.oi.a frightened 
them and they began to aWleke for meroy and pray aloud 
all over tne wood, in tne darkne,. a. though the dev.i 
^tV? f • t ' h9lr he * i3 - ~ n * r * hundred, of dog. 

a£d J™? 1 "? *• tt « tt * 1 *' excited by the unusual noise 
and oonfuaion. .hey ruahod into the wood, in the darkness 
in .very direction,, yelping a. if the content, of a whols 
aenagerlo of wild b.a.t had been middenly let U«s m!Sl L 
In a few HMali tiiey raised a free for all fi^t and « 

5SJ?4l!! !\" tw ! <m and every dog on tne ground 

ruahed into the fray. 3h« the canine force, were all u r ,«i 

J i if2?e W ! * *iuar. acre of yelping. «na ? inl 

and fltHting dog, within a f« r u ,t, of the art,or! "here 
eere a«veral hundred hor»ee, .aulea axon and wagon, on the 
grounde. and the onueual oonfuaion. fuaa and excitement 
etaapeeded the anlaale. The aeen beggar a deeoriptiou. 
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r 5l # ! < tr ' 0J * , ! a l pe0ol# ln M ™***r. hundrada of yalplng 
Wiping and ri«htll»| «*.ry wh.ra. naroaa aoraa*i£ P «5u 

S^ii ng i?i • f W* lr#0tt0n| ' • head .rfrtjSL 

than oediao let lose.-* -«**■• 
- M a*Il V* ;° ■f*" 011 t!4# "*r«-ehlpe that tho.e oamp- 
ooaanitiee aharin won aa.ting. vera o.rrl.4 on frOS tl*e 
prepair tne ..^ not 0nly for t 4 JJJ ~JJ ™ a 

Xi5! V"*** *! 0 * BUp,9A » 0f *«*<i beat, th»t wjr. 

2i! fou *2 n00ut ground* ilka that. The MD alrt 

of wood or - ? en alik tne oow. or bring a pail of watar ao 

lflo , ; h0 V * ho b«li-vad in axoaaalr. axoltaeaent, and who 

Ix.ro'Y.l l LS2*}2£ ? erklng ' danoln « •to..in # rrtigro. 
I JUtl!? f?' i# ?w 1W «f l3 ' 0n '^•riano. meeting, to .tart 
• Wiftl, In auoh meeting, each ona told hi | MB .x'eriano. 

niej iro. to fb#,llfc8t tha darknaaa unto tha llrfht. a«df 
from tne power ana dominion of ..ton unto tha glory J£ 
tha aervloa of Cod. una 

.ri*ni.^. 1 f^ t . td K t M' f ; C **«* |IW following axp- 

thl a M ? i° thC -Wrly clamant, of 

ul £J«J\? y J * d, * th ° f balorad llttla daughter, 

"fta? ?ht 'J2t2 o°Af t#nt 55 Xl fJf* n Aif * ">* * f^onu.. 
ha I5Jn v?I?^ ; hi> '• 00nd 0hlld « 0ut ln U> hour 

nU b^fiff^iS S« ^.ri>ent.no. Oy tna daath o?° ^ 
ba?#rf ^ f« at,u now ha atood alona in tha world. 

!I!f f hl * wlf# * nd 411 of chlltfrcn. whoaia hi it. 
..opaing to raaat i„ tWa Chri.tlan'a ho«« in Thlt 

a Kood axnerianoa and w< n told and had a Zoo* aSaot 
on t.ioaa that beiia^u wcjl t-ang. and did raalv Hilt 
Ouita a r.vi.ol . aaetin,,. I« ! SJ J .at J^not 



i 
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bollere Id auoh thin** n that threw a damper ot«r the 
exolteaent that had been arouead by tha atory # by eaying, 
in tha heari.^ of many paopXa lo tha congregation; 1 Wall 
1 aust aay that I think that tha Lord has managed thla 
oaaa very badly. -He haa kill ad one good woman and three 
little lnoaent ohildren trying to save that old baak- slider , 
and tha ohanoua ara that ha win go to tha derll after all. 
Tha naxtiaa tha old hum -bug gat a drunk and goad to plaoaa 
generaly, thara will ba no wlfa or litua ohlldran to klll 9 
and how will Ood erer gat hlic atralt any more? If I hadb 
been handling tha oaaa 9 whan I had to kill that flrat child 
to gat that old fraud atralt, I would hare brokan hit neck 
with a atroka of lightning and aant haa on to glory Juat 
aa aoon at I got him atraltanad out and on tha atralt and 
narrow way, • 

Ona day a praaohar hove In alght and baga to oast anohor # 
and ha bagan a nothar kind of preaoking. dlffarlng considerably 
with tha paopla had baan llatnlng at for tha tiae equal to 
"tha aga of tha settlements of tha land and oountry. Ha said 
•this rousing fuss and exoltaaent waa all fooll shness. 
praaohad and taught that paopla would gat Juat shouting happy 
whan thay wara wrong aa whan thay wara right provided thay 
believed that tney wara right. Mia aald thaftha main thing 
in rollglon waa to lava Ood with all your haarta and to lore 
your neighbor aa your self # and could not aaa why paopla 
snould make auoh stark fools of themeelvee loving Ood and 
tn sir nslghbcrs? Ha aald that * ha thought wa had bat tar 
put In our tlae that wa wara Winding yalllng and oavorting 
around all over oraatlon # doing tha will of Ood, aa laid 
down in tha Blbla # oarry arourd clothing and food to tha 
naady aa nsada ba and to try to kasp oureelYee unspotted 
from tha world* • Ha said that^a young man never went oraxy 
with tha Jarka, known aa tha •wkoly Jerke 9 ° tha *wholy danoe - 
and tha *wholy laugh eto. # loving hi* eweethear.- Ba aalda 
• man never out a auoh oapara aa that loving tnalr vires, 
and cnildrad doaa not taka on so loving their mothere and 
mothers do not have thoaa oraxy 9 all loving thalr ohlldran.* 
Ba aald that °ha did not aaa why tha paopla ahould rasa 
such axodo*n:ant Iorlng Ood and thalr neighbors^ that bsing 
tha moan part of religion.* 

Tm tlaa to tlaa aora of thoee praaohera wara found 
in tha land praaohlng tha word. Thay did not believe In 
tha dlraot opparatlon of tha "Wholy Ohaet, - and thay wara 
very frank to tall tha paopla that thay did not believe it # 
and thay navar failad to preach it that way. Thay believed 
that tha Gospel waa tha powar of Ood unto salvation. Thay 
aarnaatly ballavad that aaoh and aaary ona that oould raad 
tha Bibla oould undaratand it; thay did not believe that 
the Bibla was only wrlten for Juat a faw ■ Ood oallrd preaohere*. 
and that It waa ao mlatiflad that no ona oould understand 
its taaohinga but thoee Ood oalled preacher a. " Thoss praaohera 
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bellowed that the way of the rightlou. was to plain that 
tho wnyfalrer though a fool nesd not sror therein. 

Thooe proaohero believed that if any on* would road 
the Bible, bell ere the Bible, repent of their eln« and wbey 
the rfoepol; that thoy would bo Christian ■ regardless of 
all seats and all nan made oreede. Many people alpng at 
that time were excluded from the vsrious ohurofess or religious 
denominations a« heretloe for opposing religious faiths 
and praotloeo, beoauee that they did not believe in tho 
dsvlns oallo to the mlnletry. and muoh other super eti tl oueneee 
that was being taught and praotlood along the line of eo 
many different faiths of religion. Thoee people believed 
that a person oould go to Heaven without having the c.vins 
saints hsrs-bslow to wash thslr feot. they even bsll.ved 
that tho babies oould go to Heaven without having a little 
w»ter sprinkled on thslr hsads. Thsy taught that the bell ev ere 
were the subjeote for baptism, and taught It to be a oom.and 
to thooo that believed. Thoeo poople refueod to organlie 
themeelve* into a general denomination. Oradualy their 
hereesy began to ovaporato. In their early daye they very 
unpopular beoauee they would not yleald any of their indi- 
vidual libertioo in religious faith and praatio. to any 
denorai national authorities. Their dootrine spread, their 
number aultlplyed and thslr wealth inorea.eii. and a s 1 hare 
already said their heresy began to evaporate and thslr orth 
od ox began to appear. In time they were oonsldsrsd orthodox 
by all religious denominations, even by thoee seots that 
had at various times denounoeu the* a. heretioe but just 
a fsw dsoadss before. Thoss psopls wsrs but a short time 
before universally rsgardsd as fantioal, ignorent. .uper .tltiou, 
owsr zslous and rsliglous bigots* 

What is orthodoxy? And what Is htrsojrt It appearest 
that orthodoxy lo the big aids in a ohuroh disturbance and that 
heresy is ths llttls aids ; Majority equal, orthodoxy and 
aanorlty equal s heresy in the rollglouo world. Orthodoxy 
in one generation 1. real orthodoxy, and in a nother generation 
it la purely euperstitlon and lgnorenoe. Hereay of the 
rather l s not unfreoquant the orahodox of the son. Those 

SL Ja!ii? nt " h ! r# ^ B10X# * tl#ttt « **— •« •*! lean 

aade deaiplsn and ssttls all diffioultlss by ths Bible. Tho .e 
peopls did not propo- or attempt to toaoh It to pr.aoh a 
n«w duo term tut to preaoh the thing, that w« oould read 
in ths WhOly Bibls. Thsy bwlleved that they were God-, 
peouliar psoplo and that thoy w.ro wearing the Mew We 
the name that the mouth of tho Lord did name. • Our Lord 
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Th.re were two men soldiered In the war of l8l2. 
DM of their naae8e wa B Jaokeon and tho eth.r' | Mli 
wa. H.r.ton. Jaokaon had a aau^hte- n^ued Phoeby j.okton 
and Her.ton had a daughter named Xdna Her.ton. when Phoeby 
baoam. a woman »h. got married to a MM HMd Seat and 
when KUna ler.ton was a grown woman aha got married to 
a MM n a«od Kill.. To Beat and wife were bom five children, 
two boy. and thaae girl,, to Slli« and wife were born al.o 
rive ohlldren, three boy. and two girt*. The ifeot ohildren* • 
8£2? wer « r *«*>«<»tfuly. Carell. Oaro. Bailie, eanerve and 
-horlotte Charlee Beet dl.d felore hi* daughter Charlotte 
»a B born, «*o Chariot ^therefore beoeme a tnruah dootor l 

^If'-'JSfi!!*? on r kno "» * bo «* th. aaylng of ti.ru ah dootor*. 
that a ohlld'. breath that wae born aft.r their fetter' . 
death waa a euro and lnfalable oure for thrueh that 1 . mo 
pr.Tolent with young bablee. Charlott wa. born 18J0 and 

br . #ath into th* «»ttth. of many young ohildr.d.Yet 
******** Wf« E *S3J had any during 

KSK ^ •hatawar. lr. tttf the Ba.t family mo*.d from * 
their home In the wee part of Tenneo.ee and eottled in 
Leud.rdale oounty Alabama, about midway between fluewater 

!?\ FA ° r !!? C# ' *Ho.ma- The alll. family wa. al.* MtUm 
of Leudeedal. oounty ewvwer. 

Cab* Butler* . ..oond family of ohildr.n: 
Chlaholm married hi. .tap .l.ter. a Ml.. Pain. 3u»an 
jot marrlad to Abb Barn.tt, And Cab. marri •£ «i .. chor^t* 

*"d 18>3 he married Chorlott 3e.t. " • 

Oabe Butler, flret family of ohlldr*ft>-— " ^^J^<JU^/ 

John Butlar married V ^ Hereto^' K.nry Sutl.r amTrlam Trti 
a Pblll*P* and w.nt to the^taCe^or T**.. b.fore c^wli \ " ^ 
war. Polly got married to aaa Rlohardaon Betay ? aot »!irJL \ 

la h „' b# i ng tt i 0M •°** a in thl . pmra^rar? ' 

»»■ born and died and the he had a notber me born tn him 
and he named him Oabe aleo. ^C^ '^ 

Ur ' l » n 0f T ^«ton^iU. «Ad wifa w.ra born / 
MJM children lanoy. Jam... J,hn # Ve.ton and Lirxy, Um , / 
I V k ^ rl#d to John D. Landtroop; Je=e. married 2 ^ 

"2!! K * r « T «t Mer.tonr hi. fir.t oou»ld. ah. d"id and hm 

ammo ^Vlf 1 ^ th# -° n of 5S2 the o i 

nuti.r arri#<i Chor i°tte Be.t. wa. known by thAame o? Dick 
?^ti *V W * y ° f ^-tlmfttltmlBf hi., by nam. from hi. 
ofl J * nd of hi » We*lt5l well. He and M. .if. 

i ^V 8 **" r ~ rtc » their nam,., D.inK hluk 

yoa. D :°f k ; x ^ lng ^•nalt^or 1 ? 
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D Dlok Butler was born D.osmb.r 18, 1829. Charlott. 
■•it wa. born Ootobsr 8. 1830. Thsy wsrs MVTlld Burwabsr 
1. 1&53. To tnslr union, »ix ohlldrsn wsrs born, four 

and two boys; flallls, Sansrra. John, Mary, Calli. 
and Chariot Cabo. 

I am Charloo Oabrlal Butlor; ths youngsst of ths 
family, born D«OMbir 2/. I869. 1 am tho author of ths.s 
f«w dots and saying.. 7roa hsrs baok I hsvs gathsrsd up 
ths d«t» along thoss various linss of thought to ths wsry 
bs.t of my ability undsr ths prsvaling olrcuast*ns«s. I 
rssl liks that thsy ars as trus as oan bs had at this tias. 
from nov forwards I will kssp ths dot. and will .0 r.oord 
thsa as to ths bsst of ay ability and to ths bsst of my 
knowledgs. 

k«,i LT* B boro at th# old B «tlsr hoas piaos on ths 

nlll-sids north w.st of ths big .pout spring on ths Tanyard 
branoh. Uy f.th.r had bsoams ths owner of 40 aors. of laud 
th.rs and at that tias It was worth about 75 o.nt. p.r aors. 

G.n.ratlon.: 

Ksnry Butlor (ay unols) wsnt to Texas and rsarsd a 
largs family, don't know auoh of thsa. John Butl.r karri. d 
* Wag Hsr.ton and to thsa was born, throo boys and thr.. 
klrl., Ons of th. girl. *.m got aarried to a Tnomp.on 
and wmt wsst; ths otnsr two girls got aarriad to mm both 

kiss Phillip,, his oouain. Oabs wsnt to Tsxa, and aarriad 
hi. unols U.nry Butl.r' . grand daughtsr. 

h*„. iSTJl Lmnd *f 0 °P *« d W th. par.nt. of thr.. 

boy. and fiws girl.. Jam.,, Bdna, Eartha, Wo. .11., Thoaa. 

Foal JS^'k?? 4 r "'"tfuly. 9mm\ aloa in'infanty 

v. !if U ? Hi i! J" lh% •«*«• Willi to . you.t. 

Laa if, ! 5l!I a#ai . «ot aarrlsd to Bob linnlford 

*nd Lou bsoaa. ay wif., y.bruary 20, 1898. 

M M , Joh f ?• Land troop and family #$41 mortd from Laudsrdals 
county Alabama in January 1889. Ms ssttlsd in Hopkins count! 
Tsxa,. In ths ysar l89> in January 1 wsut to Tsxa.. lid V# 
1 also stopsd in Hopkins oounty. 

n . I mm «o baok and say soas mors sbout Oabs cutler. 
...be Butl.r disd in l85|. at ths ags of sbout 85 year!! 
And tn.rs sndsd ths a long and ussfull lif. of g '..full 
■an. a man of strong resolution, and Just as strong oon.t- 

ill •25 t if t ^ to HPUrt ohuroh Aa ahwSfSl 

nan in ths ooaunlty. 

Of all hi. llf.tlas aouaulatlon. of land, .took alawa. 
• on.y .to. 1. a public sals all want in to .ira^r^"!.' 
that day. gy fathsr was a bad asn^.r. not any fiJaoilr 

*ns .too* mark, with th. und»r .tanding that u«r« ««rs 



*nd •., a wonderful! %e?l U SSSifJi: ° f °f be BuU ^ 
Ju.t ordinary weather for'Ai ? '7 ea,>Uy he * rd *« 
The .took mark a mlrj rf^jJSJ* ° f * x 0r el « ht 
it wa. if not the f^.Tmar£ ?I™iJU C ? d ««tinctlon. 
of the rery fir.t onll t?2 corded in th. county one 

to infuct y th. MirJ s: b i BStiir^^ 1 " s»ty. 

would round up tnAtn th. f i *i* boy " the elaye. 
•no throw th2 f ^ P r;^J rt "i!°5i *»• them 

*ar one third aoooth of? ?n th * lf f* » ld ^ Cu * the 

to the head a^c^f? {hf^J^'r*^ hjdf w ** 
the animal we. turned wm^JToE llu l0W * T 
"r wa. operated ^ Z liSZ 2£*~* 9 \* d * th * 
released hi. taxeble ealuatlLT^ J ; * hen the anl * al wa. 
the mark wa. r^^^S^-dTlSJ* at 2< * 
•pUt In each iaa*** ear ■ \£T? 52 * half cr »J» *nd a 
recorded m LjK^rSu.g. 'mTJT'AZ* 1 ?* ™\ 
amount of aheep. hog. and «tU« £tT£*d Slii won « rfu11 

lated^eaTih 1 ;^:; 2. SlTlfcS t wa^*" !T" — 
acr.. of Uad, to-wit; H W J «e i 5' J h « ^'r of 45 
end fire acre, off the aLt* Jd! 1 0f ?0; 

•£ H * 0 f aectiin^Sriir 1 ^ T ° f ^% Bt I £ f« *. * 
tainlng 45 acre, xore or le.l «•» *' 8 ¥#>t » con - 

of land embrace the lid xllJ'c Sh\S? T f menUon * trac 
later known a. the ?anyard Zlln* ** • ur ™*. *«ing 

in cultivation^ n^u.. £d \>Zln J' SS* V r * about 
repair, no biiidi^! o* Ll mS 1 f#noe ln bat 
16 X it feet, covSrd wfth^S^aiS*' ? ° ld *« 
Ohlaki and ciaoH SouW .liJ 1 ° rd .'' < * lBk « l **** .ood 
cow hair and tSe floor ^JLTJ/tf* °f r#d ^ " Dd 
which .ere split of oL !i ° f punohln e». «ome of 

timber., bein« about ♦ "V *•*••»••» of popla* 

chimney made oS mli<£?t? d Z?A% n i 9 \ m ? A 0pener 0ut - 
clay «nd cow hiir i'ri^\ f d ° b#d wlth th « famou. r.d 
1«« wa. required n^i^e^/ 0 ^" 1 ^** •*•» h.a^ ?ir- 
lookout to keep the hoJae ?~ y s ° J eep * P lc ^et on the 
•}«0 wa. the oSn.r of a *llnraoiv nl8 f ?° Wn< ^ ^*ther 
Plow animal con.ld.rini th* flVYvZ^ "' * " 9r * *<">* 
ahe had been blind Jo^aboJt \£! "SSa**^- h °* < ^ r 

hade gotten u.e to it and it S2? y#arB of oor.e 
with th. animal, ghl w^Via^ Sf 0 *"* m ° 8t " eoon<1 »»ture 
being neeaary for u!. rtdlV'S brSf."^ ln d ^ vi »*. il 
th.t he could .i«nal tht .I*. , ? UOle to ••• th. way ^ 
and th. general* S^u|S.*Xt i/uS!' t0 th# roid ^ 
■y father left u. iS^2Ui?Ja- -el! u.^. ea to My that 
Sunday Aprial 6 1871 iu if!! J lrcum «^^o- He died on 

Two of my .i.ter., Van.r.a and Mary died in 62 and 63 repectfuly. 
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At ay father's dsath my oldest slater Sallle «no 
ninteen years old. Brother Jonn 1?, sinter Callie six years 
and fire months old and I was three years, throe months 
and ten days old. I was quite snail when my father died, 
out I remember him on four different occasions. I do not 
know whether my father was a real good looking man or not 
but seemingly to at he was the pretlest man in all the world. 
I recember that my father wore beard and it seemes to me 
that they were long and black. I never knew much of my father, 
my mother would never talk of any of the family that had 
departed this life if she could vert well avoid it, there- 
fore I never prest her muoh along that line of thought. 

I was a vsry homely baby, so such so that even ay 
mother detected it; mothers always wants to be the mother 
of the pretles baby in all the neighborhood but of this 
pleasure 1 surely did deprleve my mother. I hardly realised 
that X was the ouglsest baby in all the settlement and 
that I had a load like that to carrle all through this 
life, that fact however oame to mv knowledge by degrees 
and so I did not knowetloe It sojf keenly after all, and 
it did not shook me when I finely oame to realise the fact 
that 1 was not good-lloklng. 1 was never pettied and tutered 
as peobbky : would have been had I been a real pretty b»tby, 
however I guess that I got many favors that I would not 
have gotten had I not been the baby one of the family. 

After my father's death 1 taken to my brother aJohn- 
I thought that he was Just about the only turtle in the' 
tank, l wanted to go with him avery where that he went, 
wanted him to eat at the table with me and I wanted him 
to sleep with me when I slept. In fact I Just worshiped 
i.ira above all humanity. Fvery thing went lovely with me 
for a time, but when I was about fivs years old brother 
John began to show a disregard for me. He would not allow 
me to tuch him while we slept in the earns bed together, 
he would chunk me, he would remove hie socks from his 
feet and hold them to my nose and thereby m*ke me breath 
the fumes from a dirty sock that had Just been removed 
from a foot that had /in unusual bad Oder. I was foroed 
to withdraw my affections from my brother John, so I fell 
back to sister Callie, she was only three and a half years 
older than I, so we made a very goot set of #|MI pare 
of pals. We Just got along togather fine, had a little 
spat now and then but was soon over and we were Just as 
good pale as before. Tne hepplsrt days of my life were 
then when Callie and I were out gathering wild flowers 
in the springtime. 1 was not olde enough to realise the 
destitute olroumstanses of the family and thsrsfore I had 
nothing along tnat line to both er me. Brother John would 
go for a week or two at a time and not even speak a word 
to me; but some tines eome one would give me a nlokle or 
a dime and when he found out that I bad some change he 
would get uiosualy good for a few days snd finely he would 
hit ms up for the money to buy smunltlon, telling me what ^ 
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I vita i /cry hoa. ly bat ', 10 auoh ao that my 
mother refrained from oaryl*«g ae out iato coapaay oaly 
when absolutely aessary 9 I waa ao fair fro* being pretty 
that It TKSBeA oiy aother ao auoh that she kept ao 

at home, enpeolaly while I was little, women llkea to be 
the aother of tre pi et ilea baby ft a the oouatry aad la *hie 
oaee my aothe hivd uterly failed. Uy 4uat Uary Aan Butler, 
vlaltel 3d sooa ufter ay srlvul in to the Butler fualey. 
Mud when ehe looked ate over ehe exolali&edi m Uy Lord! 

Dook it ^'x* Like u variaeift". 1 did not realize that 
Z had auoh a load on »y ohocJLdere as that and one that 
I suet oarry all through Lif« fl I did not etay at hooe 
after I mi large enough to go alone , on aeoount of ay 
looka and general appearance, but tho faot that I maa 
not portty, dawned or. aa gre«V;*.ly and by degreea and 
did not IdM in tiuoh a ^ani r ao to ahoek me when Z 
finely onme to realise that Z waa nor, good-looking* 
Z never waa petted and tutored kike Z would hare been 
ahould I ha?e been a real pretty baby # yet Z gueaa that 
I revelveA eome favora aa I waa the baby one of the 
famley. After my father 1 a death, Z taken to Brother John 
Z thought that he waa *.he only turtle In the tank, Z 
wanted to go with him every where that he went, wanted 
to eat with Ilia and I wanted \o alecpe with hla, in faot 
I fairly worshiped hi a ft bofe all huaanlty. 
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Every thing went lovely with ae for a while, but when 

I wae about five years old John began to ehow a strong 

disregard for ae. He would not allow ae to tuoh him 

while we slept togather, he would chunk ae, he would 

reaove his socks froa his feet and hold thea to ay nose, 

and would hold ae by the hande and puff smoke froa hie 

?lpe Into ay faoe and would do aany other eueh things. 

I had to give him up ae a partner, eo I fell back to 

Callie and as there wrm only three and one half yeara 

difference in our agee we aade a vary good pare of pais, 

*« got along togather fine, would have a little epat 

now and then but was ooon over and we were as good friends 

ae before. The happiest days of ay life were then when 

Callie and I were gathering flowers in the sprlng-tlae 

and rowing the hilla and valleys, was sot old enough to 

realise the destitute olrouiRstanses of the faaley and 

had nothing to oother ae in that way. John would go 

for some- time* a weeke at a time and never speak to ae 

but sometimes »oae one would give ae a nlokle or a dlae 

and the he would get uncoaonly go.od for a few days and 

the after ehugarooatlng ae for a while he would hit ae 

up for the accumulations of ay savings for aany aontha, 

he would tell ae of some grest hunt that we would pertisipats 

Inland .oaks ae Relieve that our forner friend-ship would 

be restored and I would hand over ay savings to buy some 
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•munitions for the hunt but Juot as soon as the purchase 
was s*ade, tue same old grouohey tuoodc appeared again, 
this aot wao repeated over and over, and when I waa 
older I could not aee why I would oontinue to be gulled 
ao many times over and over, the same way. 

Callle and I would go out in the fall after froet 
would fall and gather nuts, such aw, chestnuts, hiekory- 
nuts, wall-nuts etc. , the first fall we gathered one half 
bushrll , John at onoe taken charge of the:* and soon they 
were eaten up and gone, the next fall we gathered a bushell 
and hid ay In the fodder loft and behold he found 

them and removed them, I guess thatrfce taken them to 
the woods ani hid them, he would ooae In after supper 
In the long oold wlnterdnlghts with his poeketts full 
of nuts, of mine and Callle' s gathering and would eat 
thereof and make spoart of us and not a nut would we get. 

When I was ten years old, I had ao cumulated 35^ 
that John did not know of and ! walked to Crl tendenten 9 s 
Cross loads and purohased a pookett knife, one of two 
blades and of good mettle, I thought that I was well 
fixed and the owner of about the onley knife in the 
settlement. The first time in life that I every attempted 
to violate the law of my Brother John, was soon after the 
purohaa of the knife, he held me by. the hands and puffed 
the smoke from a strong pipe into my face untlll I was 
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slok, tore, vexed and almost beside my-self f I serged, 
pulled. Jerked and kloked but to no avals, he would 
hold me and puff the atooke the more and more Into my 
face. I would apenl to mother but she would not eome 
to ay reaeie, finely for the flrat time In life a rebelloua 
feeling entered my mind and I exclaimed, "I will destroy 
that pipe If I ever get my hands on lf t eo the opertunlty 
booh preaented ltd-eolf and Z made good my word, Z taken 
the pipe and went down to the edge of ft ruvlen and threw 
It Into the rattan vines and brlare with all my power 
and dosed my eyes lest that Z would be forsed to go and 
get It and return It to him; 1 soon missed my knife and 
on lnqulrelng for same John advised me of the fast that 
It had gon to hunt his pipe, 1 plade quite and watohed 
for a ehanee to rcoover my knife, I would get up in the 
night and look through his poeketts but It was not there , 
dsys past and time went by, I e ailed on Collie to help 
and we would arange so thnt he eould not get out of sight 
of one or the other of us f finely she saw him hide the 
knife, prepatory to going to bed and taken It away while 
he slept, but Z oould never carry It any more In any 
N piece aa he was always on the lookout for It, I would 

only carry It on Sundays and ttpeolal occasions, Z wais 
succeasfull In keeping him from acting his hands on It 
any more 
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I was never any hand to fuea with the toys hut at 
thietitae I had a toy gun, a home mad* one at that, one 
of my own make, yet I prised It very high and one aunday 
while mother vna away from the house. I aaw a hoy go in 
and go out and on investigation I found my gun wae gone, 
I omedlately went to the hoy § » house and deooyed him 
away from home and told him that I would ewap my knife 
for suoh aa flsh-hooko, marblee f shoestrings, bullette 
necks etc., and when he had put all hie belongings out 
for lnspeotlon, I gathered them in and advised him that 
Z would take thea over for the payment for my gun whieh 
he had stolen, ht. was a little larger than I was and he 
resisted with the full use of hlevfist, we went a round 
or two and for awhile I began to think that I was fighting 
for a loot eaus "but I landed one on his Jaw whieh was 
so well planted that it proved to be the turning point 
of the fight, and he went down in defeat and began to 
oall for help^and I at onee gathered in ay knife and 
other spoil es which I hade taken off him In the eontest 
of the fisticuffs, that boy from then on was and is one 
of ay very best friends, I was always glad to think and 
believe that I were treating my boy friends and playmates 
in suoh away that I would be glad and think that they 
would also be glad to see me and meXhem when we are old 
if we should live to be old* 
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•hen n bn/ I never thought Of gating onndy , npples 
or oranges at the store, 1 never was the owner of a 

•tore baught toy la my lire, neither waa tsanta Ciaus 
ever known to visit me In my life. »nen a small boy I 
would here mv neighbor boys and girls tsll about Old 
ftanta Ciaus, com lag to see them and leaving them so 
e.*ny pretty gifts, and 1 even saw the toys with my 
own eyes and thought that I knew they were telling 
It Just like It was, so when I was nix years old I 
t . ought that as 1 had never goten a gift from Manta 
or any one alee. It would he In order to hang up my 
eoek. Mo 1 did and retired early that he might have 
ample time co fill my aoek as wsll as my wants an go 
his way, for 1 had heared all about bow that he drovs 
his reindeer team through the sold and stormy algnts 
end througn the awful a enow storms to get to the houses 
of tne children throughout the land and country. h*ext • 
morning i arose early and on an investigation 1 found 
tr.At ray soek contained a package, it resembled a bundle 
a bout the size of a nlskle's worth of stlsk sandy. 
I very ssrefuly removed the pnekage and removed the 
roper from it and to my astonishment It was six small 
persiranon "ticks, all of uniform size and lengths, nicely 
roped in paper. 1 ear reeall my reelings when 1 aaw the 
atlcka but I am abaolutely uuable to dessrlbe my feelings, 
for that was the worst dlaanolntment nf aw ■««■ 
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A nother year punt and Again 1 hung up my »o«k but 

waa not eo (Iran aure that 1 would get a gift thia time, 

VtMfl I aroae I tried to not ahow ay dienapointment # as 

I did before. I found that my aoek was etuffed full of 

nctnethlng, no 1 earefuliy *ave it a shake and the •ootcnte 

were pored cut in the floor, it waa fertallier, the kiad 

that we hall from the bnrn-yard to the paore apote la 

the field. I hailed down my aoeka, for the laat tline and 

1 hare never given Hanta Claua the opertunlty to vlelt 

tae oinne that day, neither hare I given my brothe the 

enunce to make aporte of me anymore along that line. 

I'y mother ahould have eaiae to ay reaaua along that Una 

out uhe aid not doao. !• other felt to eo»e extent dependent 

on Jonn *na ao atie rave way and alowed him to have full 

away unci he aoon began to rule un easier ehlldren with 

an Iron hand. I learned to work early and 1 made a good 

hand in trie field at nn early age. 

1 worked on the farm, 
ArM cojIi! reap and would wow. 
And *ouid Handle an ax, 
tn-1 a plow and a hoe, 

Um rattling reaper. 
Through the harvent eampalgn, 

i *» feie^l the bright golden 
And beautiful rraln. 

o a^i worked in the field, moat all the year. 

*e Mould olear a new ground ever/ winter, efficiently 

lar^e to «ive ua aolnloytnent all winter and until tlae 

lo star a no the crop. 
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Collie and myself hawe worked idl day long lo the 






field while ther t/ueonow and ol**te on the ground and 






FrOfil such Callle contracted a bad oold ajid It developed 






tntO pneunor.ia nnd she was bad si ok for a long long tlae 






when she wao oloren years old, and she never did set 






rcaly over it # oho wan nove stout any ttore. We worked 






too hard and did heavier work >t/tan we were able to do. 






Calile an«J 1 had to cut and pll* and burn all the oorn 






fctalka, cut, pile und burn ell grubs, pile all brush 9 






wrlre* etc, e were alleys in the newground when there 






was clouritie to do and we bod to pile ell brush and chunks 






etc. I mode the rcaark one d*y while John was outing down 






a siplin?, ■ 1 utx up Mind standing around 9 and he cut the 






u&pllng and then fell others soross the brush befors that 






wc c^uld get the brush plied, then he gov quite a lot 






of brush down srul u lot of heavy poles a oross them and 






so many of the* so heavy that it would take us both with 






s stick to prise with . to aove thf* # niid then he would 






lavgox at UN aay r .re you up end ntundlng around". 






1 hat. newer saw Joi.u pi.#r a bruah, out a ooro etalk , 






uae & ho*, drop a grain of corn, ao* cotton eeedo, .hall 






com, fcade otock or carry a buckett of water. He would 






plow, ohop and only do the. work that wo could not do. 


•i i 




After X was large enough to lay a atlok of wood on th<^ 
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In the cold winter/ days it would take no bulsy *JUno»t 
*U t/i* day to bilnr wood from the woods, so»s two hundred 
yards Away, ai.d to kerp«- fires m.d to lay In the eiorslsgs 
wocd and to do the feeding and boos on. Vany be the 
ti-neo tr.at I done up all the nignt work im put 

bi c feed In the etnll for John's horse while he wan 

I 

ojt frolicking around and having s «ood tine, and thes 
he would oftlaeo ride In even after aidnight. hitch bis 
horse at the rate and order ma up out of bed to put his 
noree In tbs otall^ and 1 nave many tines aroae. dreaded 
and went out In tr.r rain, in the snow and in the sleets. 
■ tfti caae idgm, be. ^onetieea .other would make interoeslon. 
for oc but to no nvale. I nad to sxeoute the work, regardleaa 
of (no weather, and this happened acoree and acorea of Usee. 
1 »au aiao rei.uireu to bring out the horse after I had fed 
Me and pruned hi a sad to aadle his tnat «ay brother sight 
ride away and be out all cay. leaving us children in rage 
ano stringo. not fiteniy clad to go to s neighbor's houee. 
i-oti»er b,tu t nt a colt fro. a nan naaied Frank talker that 
aoid out to go to Texao. the coit developed into a noble 
tni^al. and by so*e kind of natural or magic inheritance, 
the animal became orooerty of brother John's, the whole 
faalcy worked, alster ;;*in e even made a plow hand and 
die aa muthh «s he did yet the stuff that waa fcaugnt 
nlways belong to John, without any argument pro or con. 
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Brothe John always rods with a raw-hid* whip and 
kept it haa^iu.i on the wall in tat house vnen not in 
♦ne # ind wnen Ulster CaIII^ *** 12 years oxd uuo failed 
to obey John 1 s orders in soae particular way aud he 
<\dvi**d >..otn*r of tue fact t**at Call l« Jiast be wuipcd, 
*° *oth*r without lnve*tlgatlon *nou'«*cd her willingness f 
<*sliie seeing tne sniping was on ohe undertaken to run 
awny i*nd Jonn ohased hor up tne lane and around the 
garden, cnug> t her and threw her down, crossed her hands 9 
ant* weitei for motner to ^rlvo with the raw~iadc which 
he *iad eouiped ner with oof or*- en taring the raoe. 1 lamented 
the enoldcnt grcateiy for I noe considered Callie my bes 
frlmd and oniey pall. . otner proeocded to lay the laah 
Ml tiiiOk ^nd f:iut # Wln^iru; t**e Dlood in *any places, 
tbt sight of blood froji oiy lister's vanes »ec&.od *ore 
than 1 could bvai . yet i was only "eig ht yt* rs old and 
h«pl*s% on Une reloas* of Callie 1 sided up to John 

*no was then ab«>ut twenty years old and anounaed tnc fact # 

John 1 uxli *h*p /ji ,#/*oa : a*t a man for this aof 
*.n«1 im .40 H OaOb L-nJ»*d y*tipe with his left uand 

for be was ** lsft-hanUed he utruok ae in the taoutn 

*nd juv head a.wtu .4, .the far « ouple of feet, the 

HMm ^ - *fcouu t u Liielim deep*. I ar^se witn **now Lil 
•lown r*y >ac* *nd tried to oonsoln ^Kllie by telling hor 
that I "o dd soue day l»e a iuai; and than 1 would have 
revu^e for alx '.he ill trcateaen ahe >iad received 
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at hie hand*. tte brushed the enow frow each-other* a backu 
ond it£i»ln wo ooud our heedu for a long time to the iron 
hand of cur brotuer. Ollip was always bidlblc to to t her, 
«'ven after this awful I vltiplOf but she never loved her 
i-ftrrwrrde aa she did before. .Toyn h«a spit in my fa.ee 
hundred* of tin** and did 00 aitli out ar.y provocation 
. . I'trvrr Slid nether would not oven try to prohibit ouch 
outrageous scto. 

Hit- gut isrried, 'ay. int. 1*&Q. to J. B. Leaar. 
I 1 r^retad tne rrl **i <■ for rhe NuM try to protect jay 
younger atater eno my-eelf, *4»llle 9 good woman and 
i;ever in ol» ty life old ehe wreak a short word to oe. 

! waa never tie owner of a hat until l I was eleven 
yarn old f fcfter we hai got done gathering our crop and 
»>.ile John »a» away fro-s home, epreclng around, I went 
and oicfc*<i two hundred pounds of cotton of Jaa. 3utler, 
*tA received. one dollar in silver, being the moat money 
that 1 had eter o-ned at any one time. 1 hid it away and 
when the opertunitv presented its self I walked to the 
ctore at Crossroads and nurcheutd a nat and when I had 
baug.'.t it 1 was a fraid to let John know of It beoaus I 
thaught that ne would want the dollar, and aomeway he 
lenrned that 1 had picked the cotton and he began to plan 
and to tell tie that if 1 had a little thr«-e pound ax, how 
I could AS well so hlwseir full greet saplings and how the 
peoole alb ovsr the settlemen would tal k about the Hutler 
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Moya p oLenrlti ; :in*t fall J ' £rrat tr *n»l turoin^ up 
the wood* Jn H .-on*ral ^«y, J would h**e freely turned 
t v ;e 'noney o**r to him and even J resetted the f*ct 
thi%t I imti -.p^nt |t i /*t I mrr^irt to lcl~ birr, it 

gone, becuuned I boiler**! the more tnat he could bo 
di*plo;\!%ed and I Apfttried the }ueHlquenneis. /totHCT oroie 
in ^ixKi tolr* bid that J had aire idy bright ,ie a hut with 
tne proceed© of my cotton niocinj, T hud «iwny* \icrn 
ionn 1 * old h.ute Mid we would call the uo*»<*e h\te # becaue 
thty had lout tholr fthapo and we called It got*/ to eeede. 
lather tv<«n the *4rnt\t%?c of th.it fuot and told hi .\ of 
It aa it T»an but to no ftvoie, the it torn of tenper raged 
iielg>h end the oathn flowed freely and I rec^-tted that 
1 erer omied a hat of ny own* Mother knit tOQftJ for nale 
end would barter tnm off »noat reneraiy for ooffee nnd 
Juat at thie pcrticula* tine ah* hr*d on hnndo a few pair 
of eoe'tu but the/ w^r* net waahed henee not reudy Tot 
the WltlttCi b»;t th#» trmpeet rn£ed ao i^fuii Ucigl ~h*t 
ahe wenho? and driest the»i by the fire and prepared the« 
for anie # uid John tied the* on hie s^lt and rode away 
to Centre '*ter and ero^'an^ed them for en itx urd it waa 
not n bojf't ex b/ any taeane, eo I continued to pile the 
brueh *nd jy pother had to rouble her knitting capacity 
by the time the oof ice »r*ve >>ut 
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~e h««d iota „f ohlcfeana irt thv»e uaya sad lots of 

*t~*, * *o»iid Oliver VI ,<, vv , t». c f'roaarosda and cell 

ti,,,! ' for M CfStft* *Jiio\ tlta top «r at Least 

• cttrndaiO Price-, i axolian^ed t» ee for, noodles, thread, 

nina, aaJa, splcie ac icl Lite. * cij not cat ogge 

for it t....jg.'t that fiv« oent* per fij;c.-4 »aa two nelfch 

orleed etufr tv con*..** ai h^c. t.out the only tlaa 

I'.-icrc .*crt egge cockeo st l.oac **e «iier> brotnar John 

wee out aatUt nfter ti.n r.mley had dined ;.nd tnec ha 

aotild bak« advantage it, prerallng •itustion and ho 

wools r.> ir^o and order \»utrer to cook hi.n a couple 

e»:fo, that wo**<i i..*;.o .y aoaia fairely voter for I 

Irnes hov what ». l ;u tvrtcd. 
e aivrye had soac gees i.nc it &«* n> ^ob to hold 

their heode while coti.cr would rick their focthvr* off 
and if ! gdt a little ctrclcac OS the job jy attention 
»"*a nenerely cr.lied to the fact that I wan »LerVi». L the 
Jov by a air-.pjf nit'ic fro., the goose able* woe undergoing 
the picking operation. 

'« t:**yt, it; ■ raw ahtea 6 pd i had tc hold their 
heads while John sheared the aool fro» t),^ *,.d „hen 
they would kioh and flounae around and be hadr to hold 
*nd alao hard to shear the John would get aad at at and 
the aheep would both have hard luok. I was always g i»d 
whan shearing day wao over for it waa aa unplaaaant to 
as as it was to tne sheep, or even aorasao 




C. G. BUTLER 
BUILDING CONTRACTOR 

SOPC*» OKLAHOMA 



••it tfc* -rosl. i;it tfutt -ran nat *1 together M &*4 
is 9fc*irli\| for r:of'c~ or^r:^t the ilextA,;. 

«*»*<.v#T5 sf v;ch ?l>»n. pr.j nlain tad ''lit*, for 

ill-. . i/r»t^..*n-' for olotha, wosr for jftirt* * 

«-rro 5C-n< for 4r'i"»"r«. .w. t'^ey d*^ w<i?v aono o%>ttoo- 
•He, vtt 'ifri-fn >| Mil* for !>e?st* w* . niti 

I eg 114 sine «»o'- - Iv-J. w. J cotton QbHft . , for 

''re ni»r. ftUOn-ltke* ||| thvj *cul* aefaV* BO;* 

line*/- o ,v«»*, nnd at the jfon tn»t che. hmUi of wool* 

f *M rot -*Mr li -fir ,f .. , >t i, j ,. v ^ >.q»uo. 

all e*c*T>1 • *o*nt »no»*nce »ct oflMt fur bone ror.aumption, 
••olrf to thf riet^.hbore >r bartered m the vlil*** etore. 
ot>.rr would noliarige the cinth for dittos, tuo<ett<», 
col -oil, i.edlolneo *nd such other thin** an vt could 
not «jrke or rne* on till f^r::. 'any tinea T turn helned 
tnn * r " v «" > . r m the hedllee and thread tte aley.' . 

I reae»»>«-r veil the fir»t oil burning l^r.rj th*t 
«e ever om»t. it ^$ i rr\na Imp with a round bowl 
end neld « fcogt one half pint of oil. it nad a wick 
about aa large aa a lead pencil and made but little sore 
light than a lightning bugg would of a real dark night. 
1 remember -aore deatinctly the firet glaaa lamp that 
waa Introduced into our home, it *>aa a very good else 
and coat one dollar, and aa 1 «aa leaning on the lief J 



At eight O 1 clock A k. January 16th. , i89>, I arlved at 
Floyd, Texan, eight ion went of Or^nvllle, Hunt County. 

1 had never MM Mty oI-'acJc waacy land as that of the black 
oelt of Texas. been rained aid had lived all ay life 

in Alabama, where w nod a rt iny foundation and the soil 
wan heavily x wi th peblcu ranging in also from the size 
of a grain of aand to that of the ilite of the Rock of Cabralta. 

On ay arivax In Texu* w*u Juw ,%n the breaking* up of a long 
dry spell and also the begining of a *ery lengthy wet spell, 
notwithstanding tne tmsj |* wet. weather and the hundreds of 
square miieu of black mud that n;o so won^vo^ous to me, I managed 
to look over ;uet a few counties on> way, hunt, Grayson, Cook 
and Collins. The ruin continued so .long t/>at the hosses as they 
traveled the pAbXlo roads ■ toped In email other's traoks that the 
roads had the appearance of so\m*k\ lo<$s laying a cross the road ^ 
side by side. 'Every few hundred yirds luer would be a wagon 
standing on the roacside where the drivers had taken their teaa* 
und left their MgOM on the wsy. 

In an early laj I had in uncle that movetf to Texas and raised 
a family of children ad in hia old days his wife died and he 
got married to a young wu Hid raised a nother set of cMldren 
of which T knew nothing about end had never heared of them. Soon 
after I arlved In Texas I irtd of one of those children; a Mrs. 
^ftwaneon. iwur.non wn» .* wi lower wr*cn she married him and he also 
had three 'Children by hi* ftrnt wife a* well as two by his last 
one. It was very inconveni ant to visit Mr. Swanson and family 
under the prevailing ooadl tltibs cf the roads but I proaeirdcd to 
o*ake the trip, ariviag at hi* hone, I introduced myself as hib 
wife's cousin and wua. treated very eurtiously. Aw I had been raised 
on the farm and at that time felt mor« at home on the fans than 
any where else J derided *.o get a J yc on tne farm. I soon learned 
V that my cousin's i;<isban<fl (is r . *v anoon ) wanted a hand. He had 
good land (rented) ana good teams so I hit him up /or a Job. He 
toid me that he wae no d *ny big hurry fur a nand as it was early 
aud raining so he advised <&e to look around and get better aquaintcd* 
with the country ana to c^c back ir. u few days and see him a&aln 
utatlng that he would hold the place ujltili h* would see mc again, 
I thsre and the : se^ . u y ti.at 1 wouxd coat back and stay all night 
calling i\ a vlait and would also { eairte on tne trade for the Job. 
On the day that - >.<n'lr.~ ta* coid and a anew was 

on the ground b *y woro I Mde the visit though I 

was ten mil. ,.,> :.„ayi.d the night and next 

/ I as* ,e jc ol * U*ans*n got a long breath, 

yawned, run his 'ingeru a rev ii: c l: u his, thinley settled 
hair and remark - a very alow voice that he would glwe me the 

Job •but tu; he had oftimea thought that ;i»e leaet^that a man 
could have to do vltl as wife's xm folks the better for nim - . 
I in a very frank way informed Mr. Swanson %hat he was not able 
to hire me. Bra. Swansea w<*» a very good woman seemingly, but 
<> got inside my OOat i.„ 1 nu t <« f .d fuasdiatoiy taken my departure 
and hav<> never * - < n 1 xemucr of the Hwapson family since. y r *. 
Sanson w*» ^ dss ^t^t L. fcre she named Mr. 3wsnso. 



After I had spent twenty four days on the block land and 
It being wet during my entire stay I decided that I would rather 
be on 80qc other lnnd than the black litnd. I had been informed 
that Hopkins county vat* a aand land county no I dealded to go 
to Hopklna County. I embarked on the ninth day of Febvaary l895« 
I a rived at my deatlnatlon "Black Jaek Grove that aaac day at 
three forty. It was Saturday eavenlng and it waa very cold and 
raining and the rain waa freezing aa it fell. I atod in front 
of the Poat Office door rubtng a slick dime between thumb and 
finger and in the other hand I waa playing the same game of an 
1852 two bit piece. You know there waa a premium on that particular 
coin at one time ao I had kept it for quite a long time. Mow 
these two pieces of silver constituted my entire invitory and 
it appeared that I must soon part with both of them. I realised t 
that I was five or six hundred miles deep among atralngera and 
with the amount of }j cents, aaturday at almost night. It oold 
and raining and freezing. As I rubed the two bit piece I fgured 
It would buy the hire of a bed for the night and that the dime 
would buy a aoup for oreakfaet. I made myaelf believe that Z 
would not be very hungry at aupper time any way. Fortunately 
I thaught that I did not drink coffee, so coffee would notbe 
required for breakefaat. 

Aa meditations fllted through my mind and aa night hovered d 
down around me and the rain got heaver and waa freezing harder, 
I saw a mm Juat a croas the atreet that looked rather fomllue 
to me, ao I loat no time In strollng over the way to investigate 
the matter. Sure it was an old distant relative and lifetime 
friend of mine. He had come west and got married and was farming 
about 4 miles north of Black Jack Grove* Hie name was Joe P. Joiner. 
After a hearty hand shake and a few congratulations we started 
out for his home in a mule wagon. I put up with Joiner for a 
few days and sheared some real genuine hospitality* He had a 
rami wife, thfl kind that mitkea men's homes a happy place to live* 
I soon got a Job on the farm and have not spent the two bit plepe 
yet. 

I hired to a woman to work on the farm for a consideration 
of fl3»00* per mon i worked from February 18 to July 18. She 

was lira. Llrzle Box. :>he was a good woman but did not have much 
Judgement about trie handling of a orop. 

I idled a way a little time in the summer, cut some wood. 
Helped at the syrup mill etc. When cotton opened I picked cotton 
while it lasted and the 1 helped u man put in some wheat. 

In 1896 I arid a y^ung mnn named Thomas H. Land troop rented 
land and kept batch and made a crop. 1896 was a dry year and 
therefore a bad crop year. We did not realise a very heavy 
dividen from our farming industry and got somewhat tired of 
doing the cooking so I dealded to /lake some other arangementa 
for the next year. 

In 1897 1 rented a place and aranged for board with Nuten 
Pllia. I made a very good crop that year but the price waa not 
high and when the expenses came out of it there was but very 
little left. 

In 1898 X rented a place and started in Again to keeping 
batch. Thla year I waa batching nlone. Ky old batchlor partner 
waa a mile or two cast of me, he and J. H. Cox wereokeeolng batch 
togather that year. 



On Pebruary 20th., 1898 I and Miss Lou Landtroop got married. 
We were 28 and 22 yearn old reapectfuly. 

1898 was not euch a good orop year but the price was not mm 
good an the yeald. I made 10 bales of eotton that year and X 
alone pi eked 8 bales and done all the other work about the plaee. 
Made a very good crop of corn. 

The best prlae I got for eotton in 1898 was >|l and the lowest 
was 4/15. if tt mJU » that was renting that year did not gather hi* 
own cotton he did not get any thing out of it. I paid a man $1100. 
to pick a bale of 500 pounds of lent. Sold it for $20.7$. That Teas 
tne piwking fll.00. equala *9-7?. The land lord got $$.18. leaving 

SUMP 1 1 P ald • » an fl.OO. to hail it to the gin, leaving me 
i^r • P<«ia the flninv with th» mm*A 



paid the glnlng with the ssed. 
The year 1899 »»• Just an ordinary year and 1$00 waa a bumper 
crop year but ofeoree the prlee waa low for ever one waa howling 

Over production-. I made corn to apalr that year and I delivered 
to town and aold for 22* per buahel 1. 

The town of Black Jaok Grove changed Its name In 1995 to the 
nnme of Cumby. I had lived all thoae yeara on the Box farms about 
three miles north of Blaok Jack Orove or Cumoy. 

In 1901 I movedvto the Branom farm five miles north east by 
north of Cumby. That year I made a very good cotton crop but did 
not make any corn stall. 

We had two children born to us. Both girla on born 1898 and 
one 190B1 Their names were Veata and Virgel respeotfuly. Vlrg«l 
died in 1*02 ttnd was burrled at Suny Point, Texas. 

I became somewhat dlsoouraged at so much hnrd labor and 00 
small lnoome that I dealded to quit farming and try something elce. 

I sold part of my crop nf ter gathering part of it. Sold my 
stock and farm emplimenta and moved to the Indian Terltory. I 
landed in what was then known as Centrel District, about 10 miles 
north of Bed River and three miles east of Boggy. I arlved there 

? C J°2fI 22 ? nd ** i902 ' The FriB0 ° WM -uiXding iJ to that town 
but did not run any train then only a work train and of times it 
nly ran once a week. 

' l ?* m J B na old iifstlme friend of mine and was also 

Y "iff!! uncl «- Hi » Wi*« h»<i died in 1898 and as he never had 
y children of his own. the only family there was Just coasted 
Jf Mm and a nephiew of his that he had raised. His name waa Lon 
xiiln. J. 3. and l«on Bills wanted to live with us; so we dealded 
to open up a grocery store In Sopcr In whioh we were llvlmc. We 
put our ••Pitul in the bank at Hug J# Oklahoma. Bsught our slock o 
of good, of the Parris Grocery Company and opened up lo!«!«r !,!. , 
UiiA ! ,? n w the renr of the mtoC9 building untiil we could 

* i C town *** mou ' 6 a ' Ai " *t the highest bider 

nowevar^J VTSi < lad l"t th ^ *** ° n0e Ci * lme<l th « *«Prove«enta . 
»«-*»«r + m a. fiuo give Haley Springs flO.00. Juat Decauae he had 
once had a claim on the improvement.. 

J. 3. Bills hind the carpenter work on the two room house to 
the amount of tlJ.OO. I worked through the entire Job gratis and 
at coxpleetlon the house eompleete cost J. 3. Bills flOO.00. We 

wir.^n! HS uhHC *' r »• 3 * Jr"«. *•<>» HUl, me and my 

wirw and child. Afttr a month J. 8. Ellla propoaed to Juat pny board 
and demanded ci nt-tl.-acnt. I felt like he was pant of the family 
so we looked up the expenses of the tsble for 30 days and round it 
to be for all of u» | V .00. actual cost of tho groceries, to say 
nothing of the pripair.ng of it or for the W*sn». x 



Cuting the bill in half, I told Mr. Kills that it would be ft?. SO 

IJ^Jlii!**!" 5 # l b0mp4 1 ««* the rent on the house 

would amount to and he said t:iat it would be $7.00. per month 

111 i fi"L l S? t r 9 bMrdin « "t cost and that I p ' 

The town siti'h^'V? t0 A1 " e in " •»« board hi » "°n. 
co Id I2toi ^ n °f bCC C ,0ld by the «OTerr.«ent and any one 
I iJl ? uu^n? 1 w *» ™ c *"<- tbat they wanted\o. So 

I caught a little bill of materials and in a couple of week* I 
*y own up and moved into it. Tne two Mr. HU • appeared £ usuai 

^ . J A w" *I * « X ^i" f 0rat<d th ' m °o»rd h** gone and noi iT 

Hould be flO.OO. per month each. They did not feel like Savin* 

S r i C€ "° i h ! y '° V#<1 - Th * next of them thS wire blardi, 

spas. s^V"* *" Cr ~ p * yin * ?9 -°° ~" 

desoive partnership and that he would eet a price on thi 

alr^dy^^Ua^Vir ?, ^ AAA * ~ 

am SiJ. »1a iA ' h * oui «»« ol » "«d ofcorse he knew that I could 
JOt iHi and concequeneely would hare to tike. Therefore I war 

,rj c : 8 t o :hat vs^r?"; Th ; c ^^««io: , wi. e ^irhe I p:ra 
i« noprini x;«: JhSJ 5; a*as blasts r re 

out the SE 555* other merchants would not sell to with 
out the kale seed could come to Mr Waiter and buy <joods dTSm 
Many be the timet* that He would tiec a b*d cuotoaer cSSng to ** 
t-.e store and wouid go out the back way and never stop untlll he 
was comfortable parked in his kltohen. X would turn the customer 
do*n and then he would go to Mr. *alK C r's home and get a writen 
order and return for the goods. That did not hap en only onoe but 
numoers of times. I was aware that the bulsneas could not last 
long under those conditions, and in due Use when we had paid 
an our cash out for goods and had lots of bad aocounts our 
creditors began to want us to settle up with them. We had and 
did tike in some old ooore cattle on bad accounts, some hardwood 
lumber and it being cuki stuff from bad paying customers and 
some damaged hay etc , from others that we believed was that 
or nothing. We even taken an old rawhide house in on an account. 
We nad a lot of that kind of stuff out that wouid not pay the 
kind of deots that we ware owing, however it had oaid the kind 
of deots that were owing to us. 

I taken In an old poor cow and other chips and whetstones 
from a customer that «as as I thaught one of the hardest in town. 
?hen we setled I told him that he must never owe us any thing 
eice. that his credid was not good there any more. In a week or 
so ha can*, in and called for a bout three dollars worth of stuff 
and I put it up for him and he gathered it up and I told him 
ttl*t ho aust pay for the goods. .Me said tnst he had settled his 
account and started for the door wi tn the goods in hand and was 
»m»tiin* in a very uncon<t*rn«Mi *ay, and as he went down the isle 
i went down behind the counter and beat him to the door, armed 
with an axe handle I demanded the money or the goods. I "got the 

jfjuUs. 



Our creditors pat ail their acoounta against us in the hands 
or Judge Howe Lttg« for ejection, and with authority he did 
not hesitate to cai i on us. He was nice and gentlemanly toward 
us hut he orest us hard for a settls*ent. w> enployed a lawyer 
to tike care of our 1m treat. And we held verious session, being 
general y at night, eapeci^ly with our lawyer. Our attorney would 
lay out v-iriouo ways .ad Q ;iny different scheaaa that we could 
take and not » flat »r<*«. w« owed tire Ceot and I oelieved that 

I* £5? k i\*lJ" lu - 7riey had aoA<i U9 tU e™** in f5S ana 

J!.* S^L'?*" ° Jt ° n baa cu8 ^»«rs and knowing it at the time 
l~ "* 9<>1 UAd n0t fecA d "P°»«« t5 fall out an not 

at{ Q ^iS« y T tft \ % ° COUnt *- After interview, with each of the 

attorniea I aak our attornew on what conditions could I setle av 
S!*Lfd Jh. bulsneau with honor to *y partner and with our cr.ai'to. 
Si«Tl riI.L?°t ad **** * rel ** 0e of ttte °aisness that he wo"d 
Jif \M tipt T t0 ?* *** ln » t ^ indebtedness in coneotion with 
tH fiilSr! - ; 1 raieaaed th « oui»nes« and taken a receipt against 
But S?5 ^ednesa and walked out of the store with out a dolta?? 

Ill IriU ?o V c e r :ok Cl an a y Te^^^ *"* th °^ "3 1 ™ 

one th»?t ^IS^S! 5* tha town lot8 - artd 1 ** d baught the 

as I dia'iif^^ 1 1 5S ao "* talant of «.»«chanioal nature, and 

SenteJ'2 !!L?°? JU !i What ' Ac< 10 do to work at the caJ- 

n i l) " I wE? l J ra ? Up the Aaie * and *^ng ail 0?K. 
In lOOJfMr. *ohn D. Landtroop and wife 'ira lUnLu n 

•«». Uld f»u«ht til. D rioo.iL?«„ I„t f. ,own - 1 *»• «P«»«1 to th. 

.Tricot omj i. SuIiSi *« I "Si! ,2. r40,rt ? of th « *•"» "»» 




-iff*. 1 ?? a h * pd year • 4,d "° 1 *«t to Haekal County Texas 
■°22? 1 ! hr r "° nth «"J called home on accoun? of aulneue 
♦ n ay family. So^n after I got fcome my boy died. "icjtneaa 

year. oT^S-i". I!^*"?'* 10 to »Y mother. She VU 7? 

IS^Ik! ?J 7h S ° Adeat « r *" d ^hter had married a drinking man 
and she Ml of a ratling diapoeitioo and so they got aloL bad 

c^i^g!™ 8ra S d da *« ht « r of ^ ^rriedtf J man Samed* 

tCff 7 f?° 0f the 0€,t PW*« in the world. -I told lira hirvev 

tX. th^ U ^ ?r in the old ho.ebpIaoe and 

time that they would vend the deed to me I would »l*n it and ritam 

came over m« a. T »«,if.,i mu ~ " * vncr * wao * reeling of audneaa 
4U4. It ... i„ Aprl.l l-o?. CoUm-H.rv.y. wfr. 2"d ?« I Slit 

lojX<i work ^ rodda oav t*x huiu k.^ y state. Then we 

and could vote, aoa* o? u . "it a 2 gC "' f° urt h0u9 «». J*U» 

wat, Democratic Silver SeJ . S.ii E* The atat, 

the .tate. ^SK^JFaWB. tEr^a^S" 01 ? ln 

* nd 8 ?h: c oid:.t Uie ^r* 2 ari " 1 2 : r diro C ra deaocrat 

to get bit he,»d cut off ftiahiJKS S2 toap#n€ f t0 th « accident 
aoon married a man bSTJ^S^^S ^7^*1 *** she 

a man name Tier and thev d,A!i "f> P 5 ™ d ,he tnen """rled 
^ Zn 1908 we h«d a Jiri a !2 ? *° 8h * * arrl « d * nother man. 

jto that place. Un£l ° n "• reet ^ 01*1 ve Avenue and in 1909 we moved 

^SiTSr^SFS rasas S 

holder, began to talk of MUiJ^flL th# V a ? n#r the stock 

and left 1 1 to a vote and It "If !!„ i!?"' ° f » t0ck h <>^ero) 
voted to hu, i t a oid ?o*T H.!2 ^ controiing intere. they 
that it would be re"gan\: e ^ ^ a2a?i 6 anr?h er ° ^ the ^ d «atanding 
atock that had o*ncd Stock thtfaiS !5 ,i b J 80 thAt want « d to buy 
organised „ure anough bu? ti5o»i Ut??i *ai 



.In 1<U1 Soper voted bonds and we erected a six room 
»eho-.l building «l th itn ordi tori urn. 

When Pro. Hughes was elected County superentendant of 
education, he wa» Inn', ruiaen tal in laying oat the school districts 
of the county. The counties had already been laid out and instead 
of centrel district ao we had had under the Indian teriUry days 
wc now had a county • n its name was Choctaw County. 

Ur. Hughes thougnt that he was doing his old horns town a 
real favor by giving the district an unuasly large district. It 
smoraced all the tcrUory south of the town ship line runlng east 
and west two and « quarter Uien north of the north boundry line 
of sopsr and ali the tsrltory between Boksheetl Creek and the river 
of Boggy. The district was so large that it required four school 
buildings to take care of the students. One building In the north 
end. one In the south end, one on the river and one in soper. Their 
name* were lotbaok, Kills. Jasper and Soper reupcctfuly all of 
school distrlot BO. 4. We Duilt the Jasper hoose In 1911 and later 
t.-.r Ellis and we used for the Roebuck sohool an oid neighborhood 
church, building. 

In 1911 the Ulsslonarle of the Bantlst faith and order put 
up a church building In 3oper. I was awarded the contraot, I super, 
vised the construction of t ie Soper school building and also put 
up the Jasper school b illding. 

In 1912 Uoper voted bonds and put in a water system for tht 
town. 1.913 n girl was born to us and died that same year ad tin. 
Wurried at Soper. And in 191* a boy was born to us. And in 1<U4 / 
J. D. Landtroope died and was burried at Soper. 

191$ wa» a nether hard year in cast Oklahoma and construction'' 
work was scarss and hard to get. In the spring of thatrysar Barria V 
had the big fire Lhmt turned out the entire town almost. I want . JZAk 1 
to Parris I th, . of Aprial and worked there three months. 

In 1916 the wont's war talk was on and every thing was >Jfe»C?y fi 
at a stand stllx in that part of the sountry. ^^OT^yi 

In 191? war was declared. And in 191? the best bulsness block 
tI ?^ P f r *** bur># * In 1917 tn « biook »*• P«Jrtly reconstructed. / 

HtJtrTZ y *? r tts * wa «* B wrnt u *> without warning. I had some f 

work in hand and was paying fifty cents per hour and before the 
completion of the *or» was psying eighty five cents psr hour. 
t« „ 12* lnflu€nza h " 3opsr and aany people died there, 

in tnat year the oouasel of defence pulled a preacher named 

« ece 1 * rw *" a burr *H i« the streetes of Soper and 

ft £..ii" ? ; hi S ln8 ;, The ••*ttmwt« Participants were Bob Cornell 

R X Croi#ii "r'i 1 !!? r i h ° f S ° per ' Dr ' K « P ' Hampton. A. J. Steen. 

? r0Bett - T :, M - Dickenson, Harvey White and » couple of the 
Shoeaaxe Boye, all of Soper. That closes the e/entfull year of the 

and their friends and relatives rejoioeing over their returns. 

Io*,.%hi? tt KrTT' B< T he " rt0 th,kt B » de »* d ^ «t 

J f ume for tne tterv -«» Of tneir country and to fiaht 
and protect the stars and stripes, did not return. ^ 



X 

y 



^t^&^&^fd^S J^-^^^ sh^^*€/ Ofi'f-^t^ y d^l>) fr-j-Tf^ry 

yy^4t-ty *4£r "faf&if /-</**6' ass??-**** t/ *uf -t-t^ts trjfs 

•Uv* ■ Pr~+$+^Tr&s*:J~- t^&^t**-' $rii&*t/ Jess 



J*-/£t/ i^/wa^ $/^*+^ y+* 9 >+tl£ 9 ^t$4S # 



